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A general overview in terms of

• Main aims and structure of the Italian FADN
• Brief history
• Data collection flows
• Specific features of the survey in Italy



The Italian FADN
The Italia FADN is named RICA (Rete di Informazione Contabile Agricola). It exists since 1965,
when INEA (ex CREA) was appointed as Liasion Agency.
Today: CREA Policy and Bioeconomics FADN Liaison Agency in Italy.
The headquarter is in Rome (Lazio).
FADN is managed through 20 Regional offices that collect data at regional level. The
matching is done at national level (technical unit in Pescara) before the upload on RICA1.

The Italian FADN is a complex survey system: the
main aim is to provide data for the EU FADN but
there are other important objectives:
• Improve the accounting practices in agriculture

(for advisors, technicians, farmers, students, etc.)
• Use the data for research and institutional

analysis
• Support for the increasing informative needs of

the national research
• Support to the national statistics in agriculture
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FADN Staff in Italy



The Italian FADN

1969  first accounting year (12 accounting offices coordinating 350 data collectors for 4,000 farms. The first results have
been published in 1972
1978 one accounting office for every region and 12,000 farms
1993  The Italian FADN has been interested by a renovation: new informative needs from the EC, more dissemination
activities, the use of FADN as an important source of information for economic and social analysis, the use of FADN for the
ex-post evaluation of the CAP measures. Software: PEGASO (Continea)
1994 The Italian FADN became a part of the National Statistical System
1994 INEA became a member of PACIOLI
1997 Collaboration with ISTAT for the survey of EAA (Economics Account for Agriculture, Reg. 2223/1996)
2008 Adoption of the software GAIA-desk (new accounting methodology)
2010 New applications and tools for the data collection, data use, etc.
2025 GAIAWeb



RICA website (rica.crea.org.it)



GAIA website (gaia.crea.org.it)



The Italian FADN provides several instruments (tools,
softwares, web application) realized by the IT
Development team of CREA-PB.
GAIA is the software used for data collection.
Several instruments are connected/derived by GAIA.

Tools and services



Online Assistance
• Farm Type classification
• Farms monitoring
• Survey management
• Sample monitoring

Handbooks, guidelines, 
documents, etc.

Training and 
updating course

Test (3 modules)

Certificate (Knowledge of FADN methodology)

cruscottoaziendalegaia.crea.gov.
it

Benchmark con gruppi omogenei

rica.crea.gov.it/classc
e

• Farm level quality 
check

• Quality check for 
farm groups • Data entry

• Formal check
• Flow accounting
• Reporting

GAIA-TEST

ticket / email

helpdeskrica.crea.gov.it

Yield, prices, etc.

Farm Register 
P.A.

gaia.crea.gov.it

rica.crea.gov.it/APP/albo_rilevatori

Tools and services



• Definition of the list of farms  from the National Selection Plan
• Recruitment of the data collectors (single or associations)
• Distribution of the farms among all the data collectors

Data collectors go to the farmers to gather all the information 
required by the Farm Return. They can go more than one time. 
Some information are available on administrative databases (for 
instance public subsidies). First level of control.

Data collectors send the archives to the Regional office,  
responsible of FADN at a territorial level.  They check the data 
and finalize the quality control with a specific set of quality tests 
(regional monitoring)

The IT staff of FADN produces 2 archives
1. National Farm Return (National Database)
2. RICA1 Farm Return for European Commission (DB EU)
(National monitoring)
IMPORTANT:  ITALY COLLECTS MORE VARIABLES THAN THE 
FARM RETURN (FOR NATIONAL PURPOSES)

IT FADN is stored in a 
Database and elaborated in a 
Datawarehouse

EU FADN is stored in a EU 
Database, in Datawarehouse 
(platform AGRIDATA)

Final users:
• Research, Universities
• Public administrations
• Agricultural Organizations
• Farmers or other users



Farms in the Italian FADN
Farms and Financial Statements from 2008 to 2022

35,400 farms 
(countdistinct) 163,300 

Financial 
Statements

Primo 
anno RICA

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 inc. EC 
'22

2008 11.389 10.447 7.991   7.212   5.759   5.084   3.719   3.110   2.760   2.531   2.203   1.799   1.644   1.724   1.602   14,5%
2009 675      450      385      302      247      188      155      149      135      124      108      99         97         89         0,8%
2010 2.811   2.495   1.833   1.613   1.105   831      716      643      530      472      431      411      377      3,4%
2011 1.243   804      738      752      430      386      362      314      286      267      237      220      2,0%
2012 2.562   2.259   1.260   912      791      738      658      597      552      508      475      4,3%
2013 1.457   963      654      571      516      447      385      343      314      290      2,6%
2014 2.586   1.916   1.637   1.474   1.306   1.114   1.014   916      825      7,4%
2015 1.561   1.047   906      751      631      581      531      483      4,4%
2016 2.096   1.642   1.275   1.163   1.028   940      858      7,7%
2017 1.845   1.493   1.321   1.215   1.104   1.008   9,1%
2018 1.668   1.413   1.245   1.126   1.008   9,1%
2019 1.516   1.349   1.198   1.058   9,5%
2020 993      833      744      6,7%
2021 1.100   982      8,9%
2022 1.065   9,6%

Totale EC 11.389 11.122 11.252 11.335 11.260 11.398 10.573 9.569   10.153 10.792 10.769 10.805 10.761 11.039 11.084 100%

25% of FADN sample includes 
farms that collaborate with 
Italian FADN for over 10 years.



Recruitment of data collectors

650 data collectors are involved in the Italian FADN.
 Individual (advisors, agronomists)
 Producer organizations 
There is a procedure to  became a data collector:
 Submission of the request to a specific Commission (who validate the the requirements like the specific education in 

economics or agriculture/agronomy) 
 Attendance of a specific training organized by CREA-PB at regional level (12-18 hours)
 Final examination (3 modules, 10 questions per module)
 Renewal each year, attendance of an updating course
 Assistance and communication with the FADN regional responsible
 The Register is public (website) - 437 registrations and 2,593 contract data-collector in 2023

https://rica.crea.gov.it/APP/albo_rilevatori/elenco.php
https://rica.crea.gov.it/APP/albo_rilevatori/affidamenti.php


https://gaia.crea.gov.it/#CorsiFormazione

Training and updating courses are published every year (in january-february before the data collection 
starts) in a specific website (date and general programme). 
Who is interested can participate to the courses and then submit the registration in the Data collectors 
Register.
 Find data collectors is not always easy
 The training/updating permits a continuous training of the data collectors.

Recruitment of data collectors

https://gaia.crea.gov.it/#CorsiFormazione


Use of data



FADN data in Italy are available with different level of access and detail:
 GAIAsys  is the raw fadn dataset of primary data containing all the information gathered directly

from the farm: data are not processed or aggregated. GAIAsys is used for research purposes when a
high detail is required

 FADN Database online (Banca Dati RICA) where information can be downloaded as data or
elaborated as reports by Region and year. The access is limited to enabled users (password) or
under an agreement (as the case of Universities, research centers or public administrations). Only
CREA’s internal users and all the external stakeholders belonging to the National Statistical System
(sistan ) are automatically enabled.

 FADN Database for evaluation restricted to the Regional Statistical Offices that can download only
the data included in its own regional dataset.

 Customized tables: users who need specific variables to perform their analysis can ask FADN data
submitting a request form to CREA, processed in few days.

 Prepackaged downloaded tables (public Datawarehouse https://arearica.crea.gov.it/). The aggregation
level is very high and there are few details regarding the single variables.

Use of data (access)

https://rica.crea.gov.it/APP/documentazione/docgaiasys/index.htm
https://bancadatirica.crea.gov.it/
https://rica.crea.gov.it/modulo_richiesta_dati.php


• Reports (published by CREA) 
• Use of FADN for the analysis of market policies and of future scenarios of evolution of agricultural sector (CREA-PB

Yearbook, Report on State of Italian Agriculture, ItaConta, Regional FADN Report)
• Data, methodologies and analysis

• Impacts of EU Common Agricultural Policies: i.e. after 2013 and after 2020 for the analysis of the redistribution of
direct payments between Italian Regions and impacts on farm income (per regions /farming type), simulation of the
effects of the new CAP

• Research: analysis of the efficiency of farms, economic and econometrics models, scenario analysis
• National strategic sectorial plans (cereals, olive oil, chesnuts, other products)
• Using the FADN for the evaluation of rural development policies
• Risk Management analysis
• Organic agriculture
• Justification of payments of rural development policies
• Calculation of indicators

Use of data



Use of data



Benchmarking

Economic 
index to 

identify top 
farms

Farm dashboard  http://cruscottoaziendalegaia.crea.gov.it 

Farms participating in FADN have a private access to their accounting results (personal ID and PIN). They
can visualize their results, making comparison in different years and with the same farms (TF and ES).

Top 
farm

FADN 
farm

http://cruscottoaziendale.crea.gov.it/


Thank you for your attention
sonia.marongiu@crea.gov.it
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